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Therefore, my Beloved Brethren, be ye- 
fledjaft, unmoveable, always aboun- 
ding in the Work of the Lord; for- 
aſmuch as you know, that your La- 
bour 1s not in vain in the Lord. 


TE are here met this Day, my Reverend 
Brethren, in obedience to our moſt Ex- 
cellent Conſtitution, not only to kee 
up and cultivate a good Brotherly Cor- 

reſpondence amongſt our ſelves in general; but alſo 
in particular to give an account of our felves, and of 
the State of our Pariſhes, to our proper Superiour; 
and then to conſider of, and confer about the beſt 
Methods of well-governing the People entruſted to 

our Charge, and. of advancing that holy and excel- 
knt Religion, whereof we are (by Divine Grace 
and Vocation) Miniſters. Wheretore it is intended, 
in theſe ſolemn and facred Aſſemblies, that we. 
ſnould more eſpecially conſult about the great Af. 
fairs which belong to our Stewardſhip, to the or- 
dering our Lord's Flock, and to the building them- 
up in their and our moſt holy Faith: and-*tis parti- 
cularly incumbent on me, in the place I now ſtand, 
to endeavour to ſtir up my ſelf and you to the care- 


tul 


A Vifſttation-Sermon. 


ful Diſcharge of that high Truſt committed to us 
by the great Biſhop of Souls, To all which ends I 
could not ſelect any Paſſage in the Inſpired Writings 
more conducing, as the Subject of our preſent Me- 
ditations, than theſe Words of the. Great: ALA 
which-I havenow read to you ; of that Apoſtle, w 10 
for his eminent Zeal, unwearied Induſtry, ſtedfaſt 
Patience, unmoveable Perſeverance, and continual 
abounding in the Work of his Miniſtry, will be 
ever the nobleſt Example, next to chat of our 
Bleſſed Lord, for tlie Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church 
to propoſe to themſelves for their Imitation. 


The Words are a pathetical Inference of the 
Apoltle's, from the preceeding inimitable Explana- 
tion of the Doctrine of the Reſurrection; and were 
poſſibly directed to all Chriſtians indifterently, as 
well ro the Laity as to the Clergy of that Church, 
to which he wrote this Epiſtle : yet by how much 
our Station and Calling oblige us to a ſtricter De- 
, portmeat, and a readier and more exact Obſervance 
of the Evangelical Precepts; by how much our 
Lives ought. to be more exemplary, our Devotions 
more fervent, our Honout and Eſteem of the Laws 
ok our Bleſſed Maſter more exalted than that ot 
others; by ſo much will this Exhortation in the 
Text more concern us than others. 


In the Words are to be conſider'd theſe two 
things. | 


J. A Duty enjoyn'd ; Be ye ftedfaſt, unmoveable, 


always aboundisg in the Work of the Lord. 
II. An 
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II. An Encouragement propos'd for our faithful 
diſcharging, of it ; Foraſmuch as you know, that 
your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


I. We have a Duty enjoyn'd; and of this the 
Apoſtle makes three Degrees; that we be ſtedfaſt in 
the Work of the Lord; that we be unmoveable in it; and 
that we always abound in it. 


1. The firſt Degree of Duty here mentioned, is, 
that we be ſtedfaſt in our Bleſſed Maſter's Mort. And 
here we ought to inquire what that Work of the 
Lord is, wherein our Stability is recommended; and 
then to fix the true Import of the Stedfaſtueſs re- 
quir'd. Now the Apoſtle, who is doubtleſs the 
belt, Interpreter of himſelf, tells us in this very 
Epiſtle, that we of the Clergy are God's Fellow- 
workmen, or Labourers together with God, and that 
the Laity are God's Husbanary, and God's Building: 
He inſtructs us alſo, that in this Work of God, who 
is the great and wiſe Architect of his Spiritual 
Building, there is both a Foundation and a Super- 
ſtructure to be well attended to by us; and that 
tho the Foundation be laid never fo right, yet we 
ought ſtill to take heed how we bild upon it, leſt 
otherwiſe we come to ſuffer Loſs. Thus, by the 
Work of the Lord, it is evident, that the whole 
Building of the Spiritual Edifice, from firſt to laſt, 
ought here to be comprehended : whether we un- 
derſtand this Exhortation as directed to the Church 
in general, or take leave to apply it to its Paſtors. 
in particular. For as the Apoſtle reaſons, in - 
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firſt Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Colaſſians, Verſe 
22, & 23. compar'd with their Context; If we con- 
tinue in the Faith, well grounded and ſettled, holding 
aft that which we _ —_— 720 T not movd am 
rom the hope of the Goſpel, we ſhall be preſented hol 
2 idk, and . i ge fight T 
Chriſt, Where St. Paul becomes again his own In- 
terpreter, ſhewing us what it is- that praperly cha- 
baer true Chriſtian Stedfaftneſs, namely, the 
being well founded and eſtabliſhed 1n the Principles 
of our Holy Faith, with a firm Adherence 
to the Divine Promiſe in Chriſt, looking unto him 
both as the Author and Finiſher of our Faith and 
Hope; and conſequently acting in conformity here- 
unto, without being wearied or fainting in our Minds, 
with ſuch a Firmneſs and Quiet, as when one is 
fix'd and ſeated in his place, according to the near- 
eſt and molt proper meaning of the word. What 
therefore the Apoſtle here intends, is plainly this: 
that it is the Will of God, and our Duty, that we 
adhere firmly to the Chrittian Faith; that we be- 
lieve and confeſs its Doctrines, and guide our Lives 
by its moſt holy Commands; that we neither in- 
vent nor admit of new Opinions in Religion, which 
mult as certainly be falſe as they are new; nor 
practiſe by the looſe and unwarrantable Deciſions of 
| -tuch Caſuiſts, as. having 4 Form of Godlineſs, do yet 
| in effect dem, by their ſhuffling Interpretations, / 


of Doctrine in our Principles, nor #eary of well doing 
| in our Actions; that we behave our ſelves con- 
ſtantly as the Diſciples of the Holy and Bleſſed Je- 
/s;, and both hold faſt the Form of ſound Words once 


deliver a 


| Power thereof; that we be not ſhalen with every Wind 
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deliver'd by the Apoſtles, and alſo continue to 
adorn our - Chriſtian Profeſſion in all Holineſs and 
Godlineſs of Living; that ſo we may ever remain 
ſound and undefiled Members of that Body, of 
which our Bleſſed Redeemer is the moſt holy and 
immaculate Head. 


But if we further conſider this Precept 25 giver: 
to the Whole Chriſtian Church in all Ages, as un— 
doubtedly it was, tho then particularly addreſs'd 
to the Corinthians, this Duty then of being ſtedfa/ 
½ the Work of the Lord, as brought home to our 
ſelves, implies, that we, who are Members ot 
this National Church, ſettled and preſerv'd by 
God's Providence in this Kingdom, upon'the Plan 
and Model ot the pureſt and moſt Primitive times, 
and eſpecially we, who are the Miniſters of it, do 
in all Occaſions take the utmoſt Care not to vary 
from, or deſert the Chriſtian Truths deliver'd in 
its Homilies and Articles; nor deviate from the 
Diſcipline -eftabliſhid in its Canons and Rubricks : 
that we endeavour to ſupport its Intereſt, preſerve 
its Authority, and defend its Eſtabliſhment, by all 
pious, charitable, and prudent Methods, againit 
Superſtition on the one hand, or Profaneneſs on 
the other: that in this licentious Age we ſuffer 
not our ſelves to run with a Multitude to do Evil, 
tho under the colour of Good: and that we do not 
by our Connivance, or even undue Silence, par- 
take of other Mens Sins. We are placed as Match. 
men over the Houſhold of God, and it will highly 
concern us, that none of them be loſt; if any 

B | peril 
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periſh by our neglect, they indeed ſhall die in 
their Sins, but their Blood will God require at our 
hands: If any ſtray from the Fold by our Fault or 
Miſmanagement, it will not be ſo eaſy to avoid 
the Guilt as ſome may imagine: it will therefore 
highly become us to uſe ſuch a wiſe Conduct to- 
wards our People, as ſhall give them no Offence, 
nor tempt them either by too much Remiſſneſs to 
flight our Conſtitution, or by too much Rigour 
and Severity to be afraid of it. Let them ſee, that 
we make a Conſcience our ſelves of obſerving our 
Rules ; and then, it we are unfortunately placed 
where there may be thoſe who diſſent from us, 
we {hall engage them to have a better Opinion 
both of our Church and of our Perſons, and in all 
Probability by degrees prevail upon and winn them 
over to our Communion. This and a kind obli- 
ging Behaviour will undoubtedly go a good way; 
and if we fail at laſt of that bleſſed Effect, we 
{hall have ar leaſt this Satisfaction, that we have 
approv'd our ſelves to God and our own Minds, 
and to all juſt. and reaſonable Men; when. it 1s 
{cen that our Practice is conformable to our Pre- 
tenſions ; that we ſubmit to thoſe Directions, 
which the Authority that Providence has plac'd 
us under, enjoyns; and that we are. true to our 
Subſcriptions ; the Obligation whereof, as long as 
they remain Parts of our Eccleſiaſtical Laws, no 
humane Authority can diſpenſe with; much leſs 
can any Man of his own private Will with In- 
nocence omit to obſerve them. How far indeed 
dur Rulers Synodically conven'd, and directed and 


authoriz'd. 
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authoriz'd by the Supreme Magiſtrate, may pro- 
ceed to make any Alterations, which touch not 
the Eflentials of our Conſtitution, or any way 
tend to unchurch us, is a matter of another Con- 
ſideration. We ſhall be ill Imitators of that ho- 
ly Apoſtle, whoſe Words I am now ſpeaking to, 
and who became all things to all Men, that he 
might gain ſome, if we are too prone to cenſure 
the Conduct of thoſe excellent Prelates and emi- 
nent Clergymen, who in the beginning of the 
late Auſpicious Reign attempted, in compliance 
with the Promiſes we had made in our Diſtreſs, 
to heal the Breaches of our Sion, and to regain thoſe 
of our Proteſtant Brethren trom their Separation, 
whoſe Weakneſs had made them ſtand in need of 
ſome Condeſcenſions, and yet whoſe Notions of 
Church-Memberſhip, it might be hoped, did no 
way exact, that in bringing them over to us, we 
ſhould betray our ſelves: it can certainly be no 
Crime, with this Caution, to endeavour either for 
our own ſakes to beautify the Building, or for 
theirs to enlarge the Portal, whilſt we preſerve 
the Foundations firm and inviolable. And in this, 
beſides the Paſſage I before alluded to in St. Part, 
we follow the Mind of our holy Mother the Church 
of England, authenrically declared in thoſe judi- 
cious, and, if it might be allowed me, I would 
add moderate Words, with which the Pretace to 
the Common-Prayer-Book begins, viz. © It has 
been the Wiſdom of the Church of England, 
ever ſince the firſt compiling of her publick Li- 
** turgy,. to Keep the mean between the two Ex- 
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« tremes, of too much Stiffneſs in refuſing; and 
« too much Eaſineſs. in admitting any Variation 
« from it. But for any. of us, of what Rank ſo- 
ever, ROE the meaner Herdſmen, for any pri- 
vate Diſpenſer of the Word and Sacraments, with- 
out ſuch. ſufficient Warrant from our Superiours, 
through any miſtaken. Notions of Tendernefs, to 
depart from our _ and canonically preſcrib'd 
Rules, would be a faulty Compliance; would ex- 
poſe us to juſt Cenſure; and be far from that 
Stedfaſtueſs in the Work of the Lord, which is as well 
our Honour and our Intereſt, as it is our Duty, 
And to which the. Apoſtle adds, 


2. Secondly, That we be unmoveable in it, Now 
this may very well be underſtood to be a degree 
of Duty different from and higher than the for- 
mer: by that we ſhall be preſerv'd from being 
deſultory, or wavering in our Chriſtian and Cle- 
rical Profeſſion ; and from. all other Effects cf 
Temptations ariſing from within our ſelves; by 
this we ſhall be tortified . againſt any Oppoſitions 
from without. That neither the Frowns and Me. 
naces of the great, the impetuous Factions of 
meaner Men, nor any ſort of Influence from ill- 
adminiſtred Power, (Pall ſhake our Fidelity, or 
make us quit our hold. By this Command, tht 
we be unmoveable in the Work of the Lord, is meant, 
that we be content at all times, and even follici- 
tous, not only to do God's Will, but to ſuffer it; 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe him to call us, either in 
Mercy or Judgment, to ſo ſtrict a Trial: that * 
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be not. diſmay'd at Adverſity or Perſecution for 
the Name ot Chriſt; at leaſt not fo far, tho our 
frail Fleſh be never ſo weak, as to apoſtatize from 


Chriſtianity, or any ſolid Truth plainly contain'd 


in it, or to. give up and oppoſe any Law or 
Eſtabliſhment neceſlary to- the. Support and De- 
fence of it. The good Shepherd layeth down his Life 
for the Sheep, ſaid our Bleſſed Saviour, and at 


the ſame time confirm'd what he taught by his 


own Bleſſed Example; and it will not become 


his Diſciples and Followers, and eſpecially thoſe 
whom he has appointed to inſtruct others, ſhould 


ſuch a ſevere Providence attend us, to give way, 


when we ſee the Wolves coming; and to leave 


them undiſturbed to tear and worry thoſe, 
whoſe Souls we have in charge; to miſlead the 
Ignorant, to frighten the. Timorous, or pervert 
the Unwary. It will be then our Duty and our 
Happineſs. too, if we calculate wiſely, and as 
Men that expect another and a better Lite, to 
ſtand in the gap, and not only not to yield to 
ſuch Aſſaults our. ſelves, but to do our utmoſt to 
keep our People unmov'd, and to prevent their 
being over - power'd by them. 


This indeed may ſeem at preſent an unnecceſſa- 
ry Direction to us of this Church and Nation : 
We have, bleſſed be God, for ſome Years paſs'd 


enjoy'd a Calm, and continue to do ſo, notwith- 


ſtanding the Malice of our Enemies, whilſt many 
of our Proteſtant Neighbours have been under the 


moſt terrible Afflictions; we have fate under our o R: 
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Vines, and under our own Fig-trees, whilſt the reſt of 
the European World has been engag'd in War 
and Blood-ſhed within their Bowels. The late 
Revolution, by the Conduct and Paternal Care of 
our laſt I//nſtrious Prince, who was, under God, the 
Author of it, has deliver'd us from Slavery and Op- 
preſſion, when it was breaking in upon us as a 
Torrent: And the fame generous Care and Pro. 
tection, which he extended to us, are both conti- 
nu'd, and even improv'd in the Adminiſtration of 
our preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign: Nor have our 
excellent Legiſlators (which ſtill adds to our Felicity) 
been wanting, under the Influence and Direction 
of Her moſt Sacred Majeſty, to do all that humane 
Power can do, to tranſmit theſe Bleſſings of Peace 
and Freedom down to our lateſt Foſferity. But 
notwithſtanding this pleaſing proſpect of our At. 
fairs, it will not be improper to call to mind the 
Advice of the Apoſtle, tho given on a different 
Occaſion , That we be not high-minded , but frar. 
The Kingdom of Hael, we know, flouriſh'd in the 


days of David and of Solomon, and yet in Rehobo- 


am's, it not only was divided in it felt, but likewiſe 


ſpoiled by the Egyprians: It may likewiſe be re- 


membred among our ſelves, that after the Son of 
our martyr'd Sovereign had been recall'd from his 
Baniihment, and the Church, together with the 
Crown, reſtor'd to its ancient Luſtre, we were yet 
in little more than Twenty Years, in the Reign, 
and by the Miſmanagement of his unfortunate 
Succeſſor, near being delivered over into the hands 
of thoſe Men, who have in all Countries and Ages, 
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in which they have been in Power, ſufficiently con- 
vinced us, that their tender Mercies are cruel, And 
if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord again to chaſtiſe us; If 
the forreign War, wherein we have hitherto been 
ſo ſucceſsful, ſhould take another courſe ; and we 
ſhould, tor our many Provocations, and particular- 
ly for the Unthankfulneſs of ſome of us under our 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, be fo far reduc'd, as to give 
room and opportunity for thoſe Men to execute 
their Deſigns, who, (to borrow an Expreſſion from 
the Throne) mean a Popiſh Prince, and a French Go- 
vernment : It would then be too late to begin to 
ennoble our Minds with Reſolution and Fortitude, 
when it would be a time of exerciſing thoſe Ver- 
tues; ir would be of the lateſt to begin to put on 
the Arms of our Chriſtian Warfare, when the Con- 
flict it ſelf would be begun; and it can therefore 
never be unſea ſonable to be put in. mind of pre- 
paring our ſelves, even in the greateſt Serenity of 
our Affairs, with that pious Courage and Magna- 
nimity, which may be neceſſary to ſupport us, when- 
ever the Clouds begin to. gather; when the Rais 
ſhall deſcend, the Floods come, and the Winds blow ; 
that we may then appear worthy of our Vocation, 
fd and anmoveable; and like the Houſe deſcribed 
by our Bleſſed Saviour, which was built upon 4 Rock, 
and therefore could not fall. For let us be aſſur'd, 
that if ever God in Anger ſhould again permit us 
to fall into the mercileſs Power of thoſe Men, who 
have, from the very Reformation, been continual- 
ly plotting our Deſtruction, they would return up- 
on us with redoubled Fury, for the Interruption 

they 
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they have lately ſuffer'd. But this is too melancho- 
ly a Subject to dwell longer upon; I ſhall therefore 
paſs on to the laſt and higheſt degree to be con. 
ſider'd in this Scale, as it were, of Duty enjoyn'd 
us by the Text, viz. that we be, 


3. Thirdly, Always abounding in the Work of th: 
Lord, And this implies, that we be induſtrious 
and diligent in it; that we make it our Care and 
Study; that we do not confine our ſelves to the 
bare Letter of the Divine Commands, or of the Di- 
rections and Injungions of our Church; that 
we govern our ſelves by the Analogy of our moſt 
Holy Religion; and be ſure in the Diſcharge 
of our facred Function, .rather to exceed than 
come {ſhort of what our Laws require of us. 
This is in general the meaning of the Apoltle's 
Advice, as it may be applied to us of this Age 
and Church. And that it may be the more uſe— 
.tul, I ſhall deſcend to ſome Particulars; in the 
due Performance of which, our Obedience to it 
may chiefly be thought to conſiſt. 


And the firſt thing I would lay before you, 
is with regard to that part of our Congregati- 
ons which aſſiſt with us, and pay their Atten— 
dance here at this time; it will be incumbent 
upon us to inſtruct them, that theſe Meetings are 
not to be look'd on as things only of courlie; 
that they conſider the Sacredneſs of that Oath 
they take before they make their Preſentments, 
and that accordingly they make them ety 

an 
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and juſtly, as in the Fear and Preſence of God. 
From theſe it will be fit we enlarge our Care to 
the reſt of our Flocks; that we not only pray 
for them, and for Succeſs upon all our Endea- 
vours for their Good, but with them alſo; and 


that as frequently as, with regard to the Circum- 


ſtances of our ſeveral Cures, can well be done; 
that We do our utmoſt to bring our People to 
the Houſe of God; if no oftner, yet at leaſt on 
all the Feaſt and Faſt-days of the Church; and 
tho our Congregations be but thin at firſt, let 
us not however be diſcouraged, nor doubt, but a 
ſteady and regular Courſe of this Practice will 
by degrees encreaſe our Aſſemblies. It will be 
proper too to admoniſh ſuch 'of our People, 
whoſe real, and not pretended, Buſineſs permits 
them to attend only upon the Lord's Day, that they 
come early to Church before the Office begins, 
as well as that they behave themſelves with 
Reverence and Devotion during the whole Ser- 
vice; nor can it be too often inculcated (whate- 
ver Fault a late injudicious, tho well-meaning 
Writer has been pleas'd to find with this Do- 
crine) how much higher and more neceſſary a 
Duty it is, if one muſt be omitted, to be 
preſent at the Prayers than the Sermon. Nor 
muſt we omit to earneſt at all times with 
thoſe under our Care, to be conſtant in that 
neceſſary, but, I fear, too much neglected Duty 
of Family-devotion; the great diſuſe of which, is 
probably owing to a wrong Opinion ſome have 
entertain'd of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 

C extem- 


ation. Jer nun. 


extemporary Effuſions; to which the Maſters of 


many Families not finding themſelves equal, 


they have in divers | rare fallen from a Super- 
ſtitious and Enthuſiaſtical manner of performing 
this Duty, to a profane and irreligious Omiſſion 
of it; we ſhall therefore do well to recommend 
to them ſome ſuitable, and wiſely compos'd Books 
of Devotion, to make uſe of Morning and Even- 
ing in their Families; or rather ſome convenient 
and proper Portions of the publick Liturgy ; 
which the more they conſider, the more they 
muſt certainly eſteem. 


For preaching, I need not ſurely ſuggeſt, in this 
venerable Aſſembly, how indiſpenſably neceſſary 
it is, in it chiefly to aim at the Edification of 
thoſe that hear us; that we be plain. and pathe- 
tical ; and, avoiding all deſigns of Intereſt or Ap- 
plauſe, intend ſincerely the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of Men; that we preach our Bleſſed 
Lord Chrift Jeſus, and not our ſelves : But it may 
not be amiſs to remind you, that, if this pious 
Method ſhould not convince. ſuch as leave our 
Churches, upon a pretence of being better edi- 


hed elſewhere, how groundleſs their Separation 


is, and how unjuſtifiable upon that as well as 
other accounts, it will be meet we add to this 
our publick inſtruction, private Exhortation, as 
Opportunities. ſhall offer, that their Miſtakes in 
general, and this inſufficient Plea in particular, 
may lie at their own door. And this gives me 
occalion to ſpeak. of an ill Cuſtom many _ 
en 
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ken up among our ſelves, which is, upon ſome— 
what a like pretence, or it may be for the ſake 
of a more eloquent manner of ſpeaking, to de- 
ſert their own Congregations to hear ſome neigh. 
bouring Miniſter; if any of our Pariſhioners do 
this, we ought to expoſtulate with them; and it 
any of us are the Perſons who, being not on- 
ly in the extream good-liking of thoſe we live 
with, but of ſome others that belong not to our 
Cures, are follow'd by theſe later, to the negleQ 
of their own Pariſh-Miniſter, it will be our Du- 
ty, not only not to encourage ſuch an indecent 
Procedure, but to diſcountenance it all we can. 
Bleſſed be God, the Advantages of Education in 
our Univerſities, and the Care of our Biſhops 
in their Ordinations is ſuch, that none of our 
People can have any juſt cauſe to complain ot 
the Inſuſhciency of their Teachers. There are, 
we may juſtly be allow'd to ſay, none of our 
Pulpits ſo ill provided (whatever the Writer, I 
before referr'd to may fear; or whatever the 
Weakneſs or Humour of ſome Hearers ma 
ſuggeſt) but Men have reaſon to thank God 
tor what they hear from thence ; ſince, if rhey 
come with a due Preparation, they will in every 
Church be taught what is ſufficient to regulate 
their Lives here, and ſave their Souls hereafter. 
And let them know aſſuredly, that if they con- 
tinue thus 2% heap to themſelves Teachers, having 
itching Ears, they differ little from thoſe Corinth:- 
ans, whom, at ver. 4. ch. 3. of this firſt Epiſtle, 
the Apoltle taxes with being Carnal, in that they 
C2 aid, 
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ſaid, one, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apol: 
los. There is yet another and worſe ſort of 
Separatiſts, that go to no Church or religious 
1 whatever, or at beſt but very rarely; 
not perhaps from any form'd Scheme of Deiſti- 
cal Principles, ſuch as too frequently obtain in 
populous and opulent Places, but out of pure Ig- 
norance and Inſenſibility; theſe are to be rouz d 
and awakened out of their liſtleſs Lethargy, and 
inſtructed in and allarm'd with the great and 
concerning Truths of Religion, and the Obliga- 
tions and 7 Men are under of attending 


to them, and practiſing by them. 


The Duty and the Manner of preaching, to- 
gether with the juſt Opinions which ought to 
be entertain*d concerning, it, will be beſt ſucceeded 
by that of Catechiſing, for we. are ſent not only. 
to feed ChriſPs Sheep, but his Lambs alſo, of which 
number ſome, I tear, muſt be reckoned, who are 
paſs'd their earlieſt Years. And therefore, tho 
we may not perhaps in Prudence preſs upon the 
Baſhfulneſs of adult Perſons, . by requiring them to 
ſubmit, together with the Children, to catechiſti- 
cal Examinations ; it will yet be very fit they at- 
tend to them with Diligence and Care; ſince our 
excellent Church- Catechiſm is ſo fram'd, as to 
be at once adapted to the meaneſt Capacities, and 
the loweſt meaſure of Knowledge, and yet to be 


inſtructive. to the more advanc'd.. Were this du- 


and regularly thus perform'd by them, and not 


ly 
elteem'd the buſineſs of Children only, it would 


give 
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we a new Life and Spirit to decay'd Chriſtian 
Fiery, and invigorate all their religious Exerciſes; 
it would. teach them ſome things they might not 
8 otherwiſe learn, and bring to remem- 
rance many things they had forgotten; and 
they would have ever at hand in their Minds, 
a ſhort body of Chriſtian Divinity, that would 
in moſt Caſes influence their Actions, and direct 
their Conſciences. And there is at preſent the 


— 


more need of preſſing this among our ſelves, 


that by this means we may the better prepare 
our People for Confirmation; to which there will 
in no long time be a happy Opportunity of pre- 
ſenting them, at our worthy Dioceſan's approach- 
ng Viſitation. It may ſeem indeed almoſt a hope- 
lets Attempt to. endeavour, in this exceeding large 


Dioceſs, to . reſtore this. very much - diſcontinued - 
and neglected Rite to its Ancient and Primitive 
Uſe, but it will be therefore the more our Duty to 


exert our ſelves in preparing our People for it, 
and in giving them a due ſenſe of the Uſeful- 
neſs of this, excellent means of Grace; and if we 
would recommend none to the Biſhop for Impo- 
ſition of hands, but thoſe who by Age and 
Knowledge (as is not untrequently - neglected in 
promiſcuous Confirmations) are fit for it, and at 
the. ſame time endeavour to perſwade. all ſuch to 
ſubmit to it, it would by degrees leave the 
number of unconfirm'd Perſons not very conſide- 
rable at preſent, and for the future prevent the. 
unwarrantable diſuſe of this Pious and Chriſtian 
Inſtitution. ?Tis.a very grievous-afflicting thing 


d 
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to obſerve, that the ſtrict folemn Charge, which 
the Church gives by us to all Sureties, that pre- 
ſent Children to Baptiſm, ſhould be fo entirely 
unminded, as if it were no part of the Office; 
and that after thoſe Sureties have attended at 
the ſacred Font, they ſhould think themſelves dif. 
charg'd from ny further Care of thoſe they ſti- 
pulated for; and it is no leſs fo, to ſee that Per. 
{ons bred and grown up in our Church, ſhould 
themſelves ſhew ſo little regard to its Com- 
mands, as not to offer themſelves to this Rite; 
in which, duly perform'd, we renew our baptiſ- 
mal Covenant, receive the Increaſe of the hol 
Spirit, and are in pant meaſure titted for the 
Participation of the holy Communion ; to which 
our Church exprelly forbids any to be admitted, 
but ſuch as are a e by the Biſhop, or be read) 
and deſirous ſo to be,; as we are inform'd by the 
Rubrick at the end of the Confirmation-Office. 
Theſe are great Diſorders, and it will highl 
import us, by gentle and temperate degrees, 0 


as not to diſguſt where we would cure, to re- 
ctifie them. 


In adminiſtring the holy Sacraments, *tis to be 
hoped there are no Irregularities ſo great; that 
of baptizing Children at home in the one, and that 
of infrequency in the other, ſeem to be the moſt 
conſiderable. We ſhall do well therefore not to 
indulge our People ordinarily in the cuſtom ot 
private Baptiſms, but on occaſion of real Sick- 
neſs; and then too to make uſe of the Oriice 
for 
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for private Baptiſm; at the fame time letting them 
know, as the Rubrick intimates, that the Church 
judges it expedient, and therefore expects from 
them, that, if the Children recover, they brin 

them at a proper diftance of time to the Houie 
of God, to be there receiv'd into the Congregati- 
on. The not receiving the holy Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper ſo frequently as they ought, 
is another Defect in our religious Aſſemblies; to 
the rectifying of which, a very tender and ear- 
neſt regard ſhould be had; we ſhould endea- 
vour to ſatisfie their Scruples, awaken their Zeal, 
and convince them of the danger of continuin 

in this irrational and unchriſtian State ; in a if: 
obedience to the laſt Command of our dying 
Maſter, given at the time that he was going to 
lay down his Life for us: And that Men may 
be the more caſily reduc'd, in this point, to a 
Chriſtian Behaviour, it will be fit that we ad- 
miniſter the Lord's Supper, as often as the num- 
ber of Perſons of Age to Communicate with us in 
our reſpective Cures will well permit; and at leaft, 


that after the three Communions at the three + 


great Feſtivals, we be not, even in the ſmalleſt 
Pariſhes, without one or more Communions, in 
that lang Interval, from the Fcaſt of Pentecoſt 
to the return of the Nativity. 


And ſince among many diſcouraging proſpects, 
with relation to our paſtoral Care, and the good 
Effects of it, there is one happier view afforded 
us, which gives us juſt hopes, 1t not of mending 
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the preſent Age, yet undoubtedly of bettering 
the next; the great Zeal I mean which many 
excellent Perſons have expreſs'd in divers Parts, 
by their ſeveral Societies, for promoting a well in- 
ſtructed Piety and Goodneſs, as well as for re. 


forming and ſuppreſſing Vice and Irreligion; we 
ſhould likewiſe on our parts ever eſteem -it one 


neceſſary part of abounding in the Work of our 
Lord, beſides the care of our particular Charges, 
to be aiding and aſſiſting to thoſe admirable De- 
ſigns. It cannot, and therefore will not, be ex- 
pected, that we ſhould all of us be actually con- 
cern'd in thoſe pious Works; but we may all of 


us, as Occaſions preſent themſelves, rebuke thoſe 


who {light and leſſen them, and fancy I know 


not what unacountable Inconveniencies or Dan- 


gers that may ariſe to our Conſtitution from 
them ; we may mention them with Honour and 
Reſpect, Pleature and Approbation; and recom- 
mend them to the Encouragement of ſuch of ous 


opulent Friends and Neighbours, as either our 


Station or Acquaintance entitle us to apply to. 


Theſe are, I judge, ſome of the moſt momentous 
Inſtances, whereby we may ſhew our Zeal and 


Concern for our great Maſter's Service; and it, 


with Moſes, we have an Eye to the recompence of 


Reward, we ſhall not fail to abound in them: For 


ſo the Apoſtle himſelf plainly argues, by adding 


to the Duty enjoyn'd, the Encouragement. pro- 


pos d for the due diſcharging of it, foraſmuch 4s 


your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


II. The 
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II. The ſecond thing I propounded to ſpeak to 
from the words of the Text. It is not in wain 
in the Lord, ſays the Apoſtle, that is, It is God 
whom we ſerve, and it is from him we may ex- 
pect our Reward ; and he is not only a juſt, but 
a gracious Maſter; he is wot anrighteous, that he 
will forget our Mork and Labour of Lowe, which 
Love we have ſhewn for his Name's ſake, Heb. 6. 10. 
Which, tho originally ſpoken to the Alms-giver, 
and beneficent Fo, is proportionably true of ali 
others, who are uſetul and exemplary in the 
Chriſtian Church. But we of the Prieſthood 
have, above all others, reaſon to expect and de- 
pend upon his heavenly Benediction, Whilſt we 
are thus employ'd as faithful Stewards and La- 
bourers in God's Vineyard; inaſmuch as we arc, 
under him, taking care of his Honour, and ot 
the better and more valuable Intereſts of Men. 
It is our happineſs that this is our particular 
concern, and that our general calling of working 
out our own Salvation is coincident - with, and 
carried on and improv'd by our particular Voca- 
tion; that it is the buſineſs of our Lives to be 
Fellow-workers with Chriſt, in influencing Men's good 
Behaviour here in this World, and preparing 
them for a bleſſed Immortality hereafter ; and 
we ſhall accordingly, if we be not wanting to 
our ſelves, be recompens'd upon the careful and 
conſcientious diſcharge of this our Duty, with 
the greateſt Bleſſings, Temporal and Eternal. 
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We ſhall even in this Life, have the comfort 
of ſeeing the good effect of our Labours, or ſhall 
at Jeaſt poſſeſs an inward Oonrentation in the 
Will of our Lord, and a Peace of Mind, which. 
furpaſſes all Underſtanding ; for this is the * 
for us to fee our People live as Chriſtans, wit 
Regulariry, Decency and Piety ; dutiful and obe. 
dent to their ſpiritual and ſecular Superiours; 
yeaceable and kind to their Equals; Charitable 
to their Inferioats; and every way contributing 
to the Good of the World. And as a conſe 
quence of this, we ſhall be dur ſelves highly 
advaſtnaged in our Perfons and Families, Both 
from the nature of the thimg, and the partico- 
lar Blefling of God. It is ſcarce poſſible, but 
where Clergymen arc erminently careful of them 
people, there the People will with a rriona- 


ble Rendmeſs und Honeſty fupport their Tea- 


chers; or if they ſhould, as t ſometimes hap- 
pens, prove, nobwithiſtanding this, troubleſome und 
Htigious, unjfaft and undurtful, yet ft will not 
fail ro recommend us to the PreteQion and Pic- 
y of our Superiours: A late Inſtance 'whereof, 
we of this Church have experienc'd, in the Queen 
Boumty vo ſome of our Brethren, whoſe flender 
Provifions, and we may humbly hope, pious La- 
bours, have made them proper Objects of her 
Royal Compaſſion. Theſe and the like Bleſſings, 
are often, as it were, the natural Reſults 01 
Diligence and Induſtry in our high Calling, Which 
moſtly have their effect; but where * falls, 
| . WE 
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we need not doubt, but their Influence will be a- 
bundantly ſupplied by the more eſpecial Bleſſing 
of Heaven; and that even thoſe temporal Re 
wards ſhall be allotted to us, which God in his 
infinite Wiſdom fees to be moſt convenient and 
need ful for his true and faithful Servants. Where 
Men may be wanting, the Providence of God 
will, without queſtion, interpoſe in our behalf 
When fam we the Righteons forſalen, or his Seed 
begging their Bread? Tho we cannot entail E- 
ſtates n our Deſcendants, tho the Nature and 
Circumſtances of our Proviſtons permit not, that 
we thould lay up great Fortunes for them, we 
may yet leave them a better Inheritance, by re- 
com ing them by our Prayers and Labours 
more immediately to the Divine Protection: And 
bow indecently foever ſome of the Church o 
Rome, with others, may reflect upon the Adver- 
fity that has been obſerv'd to attend ſome Cler- 
gymens Poſterity; it is very evident the Body 
of them is uſually well provided for; and that 
| we of our Communion have great reaſon to be 
. abundantly thankful to God's Goodneſs for that 


» Support and Aſſiſtance, thoſe, that have any oc- 
5.4 caſion of relief, receive from their own Brethren, 
I the Sons of the Clergy, at their anniverſary 
> | Meetings in our capital City. 
Jy 

85 But theſe, how great ſoever in all kinds, are all 
ot low Advantages, compar'd with thoſe ineſtimablc 
h Rewards of another and ſpiritual Nature. Wherc- 


tore having ſuch precious Promiſes, fuch ineffable 
wn D 2 | Encou- 


28 A Viſtation-Sermon. 
ragements, let us with Patience and Perſeverance 
run the Race that is here preſcrib'd us; and let 
us for the ſake of the Joy that is ſet before us, re- 
Iying on the Grace of Chriſt, the Author of our 
moſt holy Faith, and imitating his bleſſed Exam- 
ple (who went about doing good) together with the 
whole Cloud of Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, 
lay aſide and ſhake off every Weight, that may any 
| way retard us in his Work, which is our Crown 

and Reward, For how inexpreſſible will that Joy 
be, how. refreſhing a Conſolation, which eve 
conſcientious- Paſtor of the. Chriſtian - Church will 
ind in Iimfelt, when he can look back on a 
ell ſpent Life, dedicated to the Service of God, 
and his Church ? How chearful Thoughts, and 
what comfortable Expectations will he have on 
his Death-bed ? when he will have good grounds 
to hope, that as he has endeavoured to fit and pre- 
pare others for that ſolemn Scene, and for a happy 
Change, to by the Merits and Mediation of his ever 
bleſſed Redeemer, his on Sins ſhall be blotted out, 
and his Labours accepted before the great Tri- 
bunal. It is to this. eternal Recompenſe the A- 
poſtle particularly: refers, when at the end of his 
Diſcourſe of the Reſurrection, he tells us, our La- 
bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, and that 
therefore we ſhould be ever diligent and induſtri- 
ous in his Work. The Apoſtle himſelf was ful! 
of theſe Hopes, and from a like reaſon; I H. 
fought the good Fight, ſays he, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 
have finiſhed . my Courſe, I have kept the Faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- 
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ouſneſs 5 which God the rig hteous Judge ſhall give ry 


at that Day; and not to me only but to all thoſe 


that love his Appearing. It was mater of Jo 


and Comfort to the Apoſtle, that not himſelf 


only, but all thoſe likewiſe, who lord. Chriſt's Ap- 
pearing, ſhould be admitted to the Fruition of 
eternal Bliſs; many of whom, without doubt, he 
conſider' d as converted and inſtructed by him- 
ſelf. And it will likewiſe be, we may ſafely 
hope, a high Addition to our Happineſs in Hea- 
ven, that we ſhall there meet with many, to 
whoſe Salvation we have, as humble Inſtruments 
in God's hand, oy our Pains and Care, contri- 
buted ; their reflected Happineſs will doubtleſs en- 
creaſe our own. For we are not only aſſured in 
Scripture, that he that converteth a Sinner from 
the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, 
and hide a multitude of Sins; which is great Cha- 


rity to Men, and will very much redound to 


the Honour. of God: But we are likewiſe in- 
form'd, that they that be. wiſe (which in Scripture 
Language. is good) ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 
the Firmament; and they that turn many to Rig hit. 
ouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. 
Which, whether it may: ſignify any external 
Splendor, and diſtinguiſhing Honour, or not, that 
may be beſtow'd on them in thoſe Manſions 
which God has prepared for thoſe that ſerve 


him; may yet be fairly . underſtood - to mean a 


moſt exalted inward Satisfaction, which will 
ſerve to heighten even the ſeraphick Joys of 
the Church . triumphant. Wherefore, My beloved 

Brethren, 
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Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, wnmoveable, always abounding 
in the Work 7 145 Lord, foraſmuch as you know, 
that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, Three Perſons and One Eternal God, be a- 
ſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Bleſſing, 


and Praiſe, Miglu, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
henceforth and for evermore. Amer. 


